
                                                              

   

 

 

 

 

STD.:  IXTH (CBSE)             SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE & LANGUAGE     MARKS: 80 

PRELIM EXAM 2019-20                             TIME: 3 HOURS.    

 SECTION – A Reading [20 Marks] 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follows:                                    

Complete the following statements:         [1× 8 = 8] 

(a) A healthy diet is a diet Which contain all nutrients such as proteins, fats, vitamins, carbohydrates, 

roughage and water in appropriate proportion.    

(b) Healthy diet helps to maintain or improve overall health.    

(c) We can meet the need of healthy diet from A variety of plant based or animal based foods.    

(d) A healthy diet gives a healthy body to human beings.   

(e) If we take healthy diet, we avoid the risk of weight gain or toxicity.  

(f) Nutrition guides are published by medical or government institutes.    

(g) Labels of nutrition fact help consumer to choose the required components before buying. 

(h) Appropriate word in the passage means suitable.    
 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

(1) Answer the following questions briefly:                [2×4=8]  

(a) What are the great challenges faced by our planet these days?  

(b) What is the reason behind the diluting of the parents’ resources and hampering of their ability 

to fulfil the needs of their children?   

(c) What would happen if the women were free to make their own decision about child bearing 

without any pressure from the family?   

(d) How can we bring sustainable prosperity in our society?   

Ans. (a)  Global Warming, unemployment, environmental degradation, food and water supplies are the great 

challenges faced by our planet these days.  

 (b)  Large families, additional siblings are the reasons which don’t let their parents provide education to 

their children.  

 (c)  Average global child bearing would fall below the replacement rate of slightly more than two children 

per woman.  

 (d)  Old beliefs and ineffective policies should be discarded; as quality is better than quantity, so we should 

control population growth 

(2) Choose the correct alternatives:        [1×4=4]  

(a) Which word is the antonym of the word ‘miniature’ in Para 1?  

Ans. (iii) enormous       

(b) Which word in Para 1 means the same as ‘encounter’?  

Ans. (i) skirmishes    

(c) Which word in Para 5 means the same as ‘surrender’?  

Ans. (ii) relinquished   

(d) Find a word in Para 3 which means the same as ‘compulsion’.  

Ans. (iii) coercion                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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SECTION - B Writing & Grammar [30 Marks] 

3. You are greatly inspired by some famous personalities around the globe like Steve Jobs, Albert 

Einstein and Nelson Mandela. You have also read the autobiographies of some great leaders. Using 

the following clues and your own ideas, write an article in about 100-150 words on the topic ‘Today’s 

youth-Tomorrow’s Leaders’           [8] 

Ans.      Today’s Youth–Tomorrow’s Leaders’  

History is the witness that whenever there is a change across the world, it is brought only by the youths. So 

was brought by Steve Jobs who was a great personality, who brought a sea change across the world. Albert 

Einstein was a great scientist and Nelson Mandela was a great states man of South Africa. All these great 

personalities are remembered for their kind–heartedness, determination, tireless labour round the clock. 

They were sympathetic towards common mass. They never shirked away from their responsibilities. They 

were diligent and thoughtful. They never bowed down before the circumstances, but circumstances had to 

bow down before them. Even today, there is no dearth of intelligence. Today’s youth is much smarter. The 

need of the hour is that the youth should owe to the virtues of these personalities and lead the nation towards 

a brighter tomorrow.   

OR 

Your school recently celebrated its ‘Sports Day’. Give a brief account of celebrations in about 100-

150 words.  

Ans.        Sports Day  

The eighth Annual Sport Meet of our school was held on 9th and 10th December this year. The playground 

was cleaned and a big canopy was set up on one side for the visitors and on the other side for the participants. 

The students participated with full zeal and zest in more than fifty events which included races, shot put 

throws, long jump, gymnastics, etc. There were also some mock events like sack race, spoon & chair race, 

etc. The function was presided over by the District Magistrate. He gave away prizes to the winners. The 

titles of the Best Boy and the Best Girl were given to Anurag Jadon of XII A and Chhaya of XI C 

respectively. The sports day ended with a note of thanks from our principal. The next day was declared a 

holiday. 
 

4. Based on the clues given below, develop a story of your own in about 150 – 200 words:  [10]  

Poor boy – very hungry -  a rich man passed by – asked for help – rich man refused – boy sad and 

upset – rich man dropped his purse – the poor boy found the purse – lots of money in the purse – ran 

after the rich man – gave his purse – rich man delighted – praised for his honesty – offered him food 

and school fees.  

Ans.        Honesty Pays  

Once there was a boy whose name was Suket. He was an orphan and had to face difficulties in making both 

ends meet. One day he was not feeling well. So could not go out to look for some work. But he was very 

hungry. He sat under a tree, brooding over his condition. Suddenly, a rich man passed by. Suket asked him 

for some help. The rich man refused to help him, saying that he was young enough to work and earn. After 

that, he moved on. Suket became very sad and upset. He looked towards the sky as if complaining to God 

for his present situation. He decided to lie down and sleep for some time. Suddenly, his eyes fixed on a 

black object lying at some distance. He moved towards it and found that it was a purse. He opened it and 

realised that there was lots of money in the purse. It didn’t take time to dawn upon him that the rich man 

whom he had asked for help had dropped his purse. Without a second thought, he ran after the rich man and 

gave him his purse. The rich man was pleasantly surprised and delighted. He praised Suket for his honesty. 

He took him home, offered him food and decided to send him to school by paying his fees. Suket was no 

longer a poor boy. He worked hard and excelled in studies. He was always thankful to the rich man for 

changing his life. Infact, his one noble action changed his life.  

Moral : Honesty is the best policy. 

 



                                                              

OR 

You wanted to see an IPL Cricket match in the stadium instead of T.V. Your father did not allow 

you. You went to the stadium without telling your father. When you reached there, you found your 

father standing in the queue there. Develop the story in about 150-200 words describing your 

encounter with your father there.  

Ans. The Only Time I Lied The IPL Season was on and I also wanted to watch the match in the stadium instead 

of T.V. My father, a tough nut to crack, was not giving permission. All my friends were going and I was 

thrown into the temptation of going with them without telling my parents. We went to the stadium after 

telling my parents that we had decided to study at a friend’s place. I was thrilled as I would be fulfilling a 

long cherished desire. We reached the stadium and got into a queue there. We were all laughing and chatting. 

Suddenly, the man in front of us turned around and of all the people on earth it had to be my father ! He had 

identified us by our voices and his face was expressionless. He bought tickets for all of us and we went to 

watch the match. The match was very exciting and my favourite team won, but all the excitement had gone. 

I went home with my father and on the way I started apologizing and crying. My father very calmly kept 

his hand on my shoulder and told me that he had overheard our plan and that is why he had come there. I 

felt very sorry for having lied to him and decided I would never go against my parents’ wishes. 

5. Fill in the blanks in the sentences choosing the correct option:              [4] 

Sir Winston Churchill was a British statesman, painter and writer who some have labelled as (a) The 

greatest man ever to speak English language. But many call him the greatest English man (b) of the present 

century. While in India, he taught himself (c) to write good prose and he developed a grand masterly style 

which captured the greatness (d) of his times.  

6. There is an error in each line. Write the error and the correction in the answer sheet as given below:  

               [4] 

  Error        Correction  

Education is a process, which was deemed to   (a)  was   is 

develop desirable qualities with people   (b)  with  in 

The need of this quality differs by person to   (c)  by   from 

person, place to place but time to time.   (d)  but  and 

7. Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows:   [1×4=4] 

 Mahesh: Can you come to my house today? 

 Satish: Sorry, Mahesh, I can’t make it today.  

 Mahesh: Do you have any other progrmme for the day? 

 Satish: No, actually my dad is coming from America today and I need to go to the airport to pick him up.  

 Mahesh asked Satish (a) whether he could come to his house that day. Satish replied (b) apologetically 

that he could not make it that day. Mahesh asked him (c) whether he had. any other progrmme for that 

day. Satish replied (d) that he had to go to the airport to pick up his father who was returning from 

America. 

SECTION - C  Literature [30 Marks] 

8. Read the given lines from the text and answer the questions that follow:     [4] 

To the little girl, he was figure to be feared and avoided. Every morning before going to work he came 

into her room and gave her a casual kiss, to which she responded with “good bye, father”.  

(a)   Name the little girl mentioned here.  (b)  How does the father wish good bye to the girl?  

(c) How does the little girl feel about her father?   

 (i) She loved him   (ii) She was scared  (iii) She hated him  (iv) None of the above  

(d)  Does her father love her?  

 (i) Yes    (ii) No    (iii) May be   (iv) None of the above  

 



                                                              

 

Ans. (a)  The little girl mentioned here is Kezia.  

(b)  Every morning before going to work, Kezia’s father would come to her room and give her a kiss to 

wish good bye to her. 

(c)  (ii) She was scared. 

(d)  (i) Yes. 

OR 

And both the morning equally lay  

In leaves no step had trodden back  

Oh, I kept the first for another day! 

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,  

I doubted it I should  ever come back  

(a) Which road does the poet choose?   (b)  Why was the poet doubtful about the first road?    

(c) Why do you mean by ‘both’ in the stanza?   

 (i) Poet and his friend    (ii) two roads in different directions  

 (iii) No one     (iv) Both (i) and (ii)  

(d) Find a word from the extract that means ‘crushed’.  

 (i) doubted   (ii) Equally   (iii) back   (iv) Trodden    

Ans. (a)  The poet chooses the second road.  

(b)  The poet chose the second road over the first thinking that he would come to it some other day. Yet, 

he was very doubtful that he would ever be able to come back to it someday.  

(c)  (ii) ‘Both’ refers to two roads in different directions.  

(d)  (iv) Trodden. 

9. Answer the following questions in about 30 - 40 words each:     [2×5=10] 

(a)  Why was Bruno sent to zoo?    

(b)  What is the belief of the people at Pashupatinath temple?    

(c)  What things does the poet with to have in Innisfree?    

(d)  What behaviour was Mahendra expecting from Iswaran when he had scolded him for telling 

ghost stories?  

(e) What lies did Lushkoff tell to beg alms from people?      

Ans. (a)  With the passage of time, Bruno outgrew even the alsatians in height. He had to be kept in chains all 

the time because the tenant’s children were scared of him. Moreover, he was too big to be kept at 

home. So, it was decided to send him to zoo.  

 (b)  Value Points : When a small shrine emerges fully on the Bagwati river, the Goddess inside will 

escape, and the evil period of the Kalyug will end on the earth. 

 Detailed Answer :  

 It is the belief of the people at Pashupatinath temple that when a small shrine emerges fully on the river 

Bagwati, the Goddess inside will escape and the evil period of the Kalyug will come to an end on the earth. 

 (c)  Value Points :  

  The poet wishes to have a small cabin of clay and wattles, nine bean-rows and a hive for honeybees. 

 Detailed Answer :  

 The poet wishes to have a small cabin of clay and wattles, nine bean rows and a hive for honeybees. He 

wants to be alone at the place. 

 (d)  Value Points :  

  Mahendra expected Iswaran to be angry for a couple of days. Mahendra was surprised at his cheerful 

and talkative behaviour next day 

 

 



                                                              

 Detailed Answer :  

 When Mahendra had scolded Iswaran for his telling of ghost stories, he was expecting Iswaran to be angry 

for a couple of days but he was surprised at his cheerful and talkative behaviour the very next day. 

 (e)  Value Points :  
  Always had different stories to tell — described himself to be a helpless fellow without food and 

lodging said — that he was a school teacher but had become victim of somebody’s foul plan — 

student who had been expelled. 

 Detailed Answer :  
 Lushkoff told lies to beg alms from people. Sometimes he used to tell that he had been a school teacher for 

eight years and lost his place because of foul planning and sometimes he told that he was a student who had 

been expelled. 

10. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100 - 150 words:       [8] 

What kind of emotions and feelings arise in Abdul Kalam’s heart when he recalls earning for the 

first time?  

Ans. Value Points:  

Sense of freedom, achievement appreciation and respect joy and pride confidence 

Detailed Answer: 

When Kalam was only 8 years old, the Second World War broke out in 1939. There was a great demand 

for tamarind seeds. Abdul used to collect those seeds and sell them in the market. His cousin Shamsuddin 

distributed newspapers and employed him as his helping hand. The train would not stop at Rameshwaram 

and the bundles of newspapers were thrown from the running train. Abdul was employed by his cousin to 

collect them. This way he earned his first wages. It made him feel very proud and had a sense of self 

appreciation and freedom. This achievement boosted up his self-confidence and joy. 

OR 

 Justify the title of the story ‘The Snake and the Mirror’.    

Ans. The story revolves round the narrator, the snake and the mirror. The narrator, a doctor, hears some familiar 

sounds – a dull thud and a snake lands on his shoulder. The doctor is terrified and sits there like a stone. He 

suddenly feels the presence of the creator of the world and death four inches away. He forgets danger and 

smiles feebly. The snake looks into the mirror, moves towards it and wants to enjoy a close reflection in the 

mirror. Thus, the title is justified as the story revolves around the snake and the mirror. 

11. Answer any one of the following in 100 - 150 words:         [8] 

When does the author in ‘A House is not a Home’ start feeling at home in his life?   

Ans. There is no denying of the fact that we feel at home when we are comfortable. The same happened with the 

author of ‘A House is not a home.’ Initially he was not happy with the turn his life had taken. A new school, 

his house on fire and the loss of his cat, all took away his life from him. He felt dejected and lost interest in 

everything. He moved around like a zombie. But one day, a kind woman brought back his cat when the 

author had thought it to be dead. He was more than delighted. It was an unexpected gift in his life. He 

jumped with joy at the sight of his cat. The feeling of loss and dejection disappeared and the author started 

feeling at home once again. 

OR 

 During their conversation Lushkoff reveals that Sergei’s cook, Olga, is responsible for the positive 

change in him. How has Olga saved Lushkoff?   

Ans. Value Points :  

 Olga chops wood for Lushkoff, gets money for him. Olga’s sympathy and nobility changed him, now 

becomes notary, earning 35 rouble a month. 

 Detailed Answer :  

 Olga was a lady who was very good at heart. She was a cook in Sergei’s house. She played an important 

role in transforming Lushkoff. She realised Lushkoff’s condition and tried to improve him by criticizing 

him. She went through a lot of misery and cried a lot for him. She even used to chop the wood for him and 

get money for him. Just the sight of Olga made Lushkoff stop drinking. Olga’s sympathy and nobility 

changed him and he became a notary, earning 35 roubles a month. 

 

 


